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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR/MANAGER

I am delighted to present the Galway County
Biodiversity Action Plan 2008 – 2013. The People of
County Galway are rightly proud of our rich and
varied natural heritage. Our beautiful landscapes
from rolling pastures to mountains and lakes and
stunning seascapes have inspired generations of
artists and attract many visitors from near and far
every year. The wealth of natural habitats in County
Galway supports an abundance of flora and fauna
including several rare and interesting species of
plants, invertebrates, fish, mammals and birds. We
are privileged to share our space with this special
nature, but we also have a responsibility to ensure
continued good health of our natural environment
and our wildlife.

Along with the people of County Galway, our natural
heritage is one of our greatest assets. The People and
Nature project embraces the ethos of public
participation. The focus of this Biodiversity Plan is
on all sectors of the community working together to
raise awareness of our treasured natural heritage and
to conserve and enhance the biodiversity of the
County. 

The actions of this plan are practical, achievable
steps towards safeguarding our natural heritage for generations to come. I am delighted that Galway County
Council has adopted this plan and I welcome the opportunity to work with the People and Nature Project
and the people of County Galway in its implementation. 

I commend the work of all those involved in the preparation of this plan especially the Galway County
Heritage Form, the many agencies and individuals who made contributions and the Heritage Council.

Cllr. Peter Feeney, Mayor of the County of Galway, May 2009



BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN for County Galway 2008 - 2013

4

MESSAGE FROM THE COUNTY MANAGER

I am delighted to see the production of Galway
County Biodiversity Action Plan as biodiversity is a
valuable and much appreciated element of the
heritage of the County.

The Biodiversity Action Plan will help Galway
County Council achieve many of the objectives of
Galway County Development Plan relating to
protecting and managing our natural heritage assets,
while at the same time recognising the importance
of  the quality of life of the people of the county. The
plan reflects the need for a balanced and sustainable
approach. The Plan will also assist us in formulating
future council policies and objectives.

The plan affords the people of the County the
opportunity to increase their awareness, knowledge
and understanding of the rich biodiversity of the
county. The County Biodiversity Plan also acts as a
mechanism for all of us to manage and protect this
valuable and vital resource. It will also help many
groups, schools and organisations to integrate
biodiversity into their daily activities and to look at
innovative means of identifying opportunities to
enhance, manage and protect the biodiversity of the
County.

A key element of the Plan is the partnership approach with regard to the implementation for the plan
actions. This allows all of us to pool our resources ensuring that the actions are delivered in a cost efficient
and effective manner.

I would like to commend Galway County Heritage Forum, The Biodiversity Working Group, The Heritage
Council and all the individuals and organisations that have helped shape this plan.  In particular I would
like to thank Elaine O’Riordan and Janice Fuller for all of their hard work and effort in co-ordinating the
plan.

I look forward to the implementation of the actions contained in the plan and seeing their positive impacts
throughout the county.

Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager, May 2009
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Evening light at Clontuskert. M. Burke

1. VISION STATEMENT, AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Vision
The rich biodiversity of County Galway is maintained and enhanced through a partnership approach to
nature conservation. 

This vision is based on the belief that
• Improved awareness and appreciation of the value of biodiversity fosters a sense of stewardship for

natural heritage among the people of Galway. 
• Increased knowledge of the natural environment leads to informed decision-making and effective 

management of our natural resources.

Aim
The aim of the Galway County Biodiversity Action Plan is to promote, protect and enhance the biodiversity
of the county for the benefit of both the people of Galway and our natural heritage.

Objectives
The three key action areas and objectives of the Galway County Biodiversity Action Plan are:
• Awareness and participation: To foster a greater awareness and understanding of biodiversity 

among all sectors of the community, and encourage local people to become actively involved in 
the promotion, preservation and enhancement of local natural heritage.

• Knowledge: To increase knowledge of biodiversity in County Galway through supporting and 
promoting research in the county and to facilitate the gathering and dissemination of biodiversity 
information and data. 

• Conservation: To help conserve the biodiversity of County Galway through direct action and 
through adopting an ecosystem approach to policy development. 
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2. INTRODUCTION

County Galway
Galway is a large county in the west of Ireland famed for its natural and cultural heritage. Due to its climate
and geology, glacial and land-use history, the county has a varied landscape with a particularly diverse
range of natural habitats. Much of the gently undulating landscape of east and south County Galway is
underlain by limestone, while the west of the county, which contains the county’s highest peaks, is underlain
by acidic bedrock such as granite. Due to its geology, the mild climate and plentiful rainfall, the Galway
landscape has an abundance and diversity of wetlands, peatlands and freshwater features. The county is
dissected by many rivers and lakes with Lough Corrib, Ireland’s second largest lake at its heart.  Galway is
bounded to the west by an extensive and varied Atlantic coastline, which ranges from cliffs to sand dunes
and rocky shores to salt marshes. A number of offshore islands also lie within the county, including the
inhabited Inisbofin and Aran Islands. 

County Galway is highly important in the context of nature conservation as many of the habitats, flora and
fauna found in the county are rare in a national and European context.  The wealth of natural heritage,
wildlife and wild landscapes in Galway make it a special place in which to live and a particularly attractive
tourist destination. The county is increasingly sought after as a place to reside, work and do business, as
well as containing some of Ireland’s most popular tourist attractions. 

Galway County Council is responsible for the administrative area of County Galway, excluding Galway
City. The population of the county (all the areas outside of Galway City) is estimated at just over 159,000.
The county is predominantly rural with only 15% of the population living in towns of more than 1,500
people. The largest towns are in east Galway, namely: Ballinasloe, Tuam, Athenry and Gort followed by
Clifden in Connemara, west Galway.
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What is Biodiversity?
Biodiversity is short for ‘biological diversity’. It was defined in the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity
as: “The variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and
other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within
species, between species and of ecosystems.” 

Simply put, ‘biodiversity’ describes the variety of life on Earth and the ways in which living things interact
with each other and the world around them. Biodiversity encompasses the range of differences between
species, differences between individuals of the same species (genetic diversity) and the different ways in
which all these organisms live their lives. Biodiversity is another word for nature or the natural world and
includes people, animals, plants and microbes as well as the places that they live (habitats). Biodiversity is
all around us, from gardens to hedgerows, bogs to woods, and mountain tops to coastlines.
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BIODIVERSITY

Why is Biodiversity Important?
Variety is the spice of life! But variety is also essential for keeping life on this planet. All living organisms
have evolved over millions of years and each of them is adapted to their own role in their natural
environment. Plants and animals depend on each other for survival. Humans too are part of this intricate
web of life and depend on biodiversity to provide us with the main necessities for living including food,
shelter, oxygen, medicine and services such as air and water purification.

Valuing Biodiversity – Products and Services
Biodiversity provides many vital products and services including:

Services
Pollination of food crops

Pest control

Soil stabilization

Flood regulation

Air, soil and water remediation

Pollution control

Local climate control

Recreation and tourism

Cultural heritage

Aesthetic and spiritual values

Education

Seed dispersal

Products of Biodiversity
Food

Medicine

Raw materials – wood, fibres, 
resins, gums, minerals

Fuel – wood, coal, oil, gas, peat
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Traditional hay making, Na Forbacha
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When we damage biodiversity, we can upset the delicate balance of nature, which may have long-lasting
and far-reaching consequences for ourselves and the living world around us. Thus it is important that we
use the products of nature wisely to ensure that future generations will have enough biological resources
to meet their needs.

Valuing Biodiversity – A Practical Example

Consider the role of humble earthworm!

As part of the natural food chain 
• Earthworms are food for many animals including birds, frogs, fish, badgers and hedgehogs
Nutrient cycling
• Through feeding and burrowing, worms facilitate the decomposition of organic matter 

converting it from waste material into nutrients in the soil.
Soil improvement
• Burrowing activity creates channels in the ground, aerating the soil and aiding drainage and root 

growth.
Disease control
• Rapid removal of plant litter helps prevent the spread of fungal spores.
Value for money
• It is estimated that the work done by the earthworm is worth approximately €750 million to the 

Irish economy every year. 
The earthworm is threatened by increased mechanisation in farming and predation by the New Zealand
flatworm, a species introduced through horticulture.

Biodiversity Loss
Biodiversity is disappearing worldwide at an alarming rate. Some of the most species-rich habitats on earth
are seriously threatened by human activity.  Habitat destruction and fragmentation are the primary causes
of biodiversity loss; resulting from pollution, development and urbanisation of rural areas, mining and
changes in agricultural practices. Over-exploitation of natural resources has decimated many habitats
including tropical forests and bogs. Invasive non-native species of plants and animals pose a serious threat
to native flora and fauna all over the world. In addition, there is strong scientific evidence to suggest that
the Earth’s climate is changing. Rising temperatures, changing rainfall patterns and other aspects of climate
change are already having an impact on biodiversity globally and the evidence suggests that these impacts
are likely to become increasingly apparent. 

In Ireland, some of the main threats to our biodiversity are a consequence of our booming economy. Many
of our towns and cities have experienced unprecedented growth as the economy has improved and our
population increases. In recent years, Ireland has seen a major change in the way land is managed with a
move from mainly small-scale extensive farming systems to large-scale intensive farming practices.
Unfortunately, along with this accelerated development, we are also seeing a corresponding decline in our
natural heritage. 

Industrial development happened relatively late in Ireland and, therefore, our environment has not suffered
as much as that of some of our European neighbours. 
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Why a Biodiversity Action Plan?
This local Biodiversity Action Plan is an opportunity to work together to preserve the unique natural heritage
of County Galway and prevent further loss of biodiversity.

A local Biodiversity Action Plan provides a framework for conserving
biodiversity at a local level. It is designed to ensure that national and
international targets for the conservation of biodiversity can be
achieved while at the same time addressing local priorities. Raising
public awareness and encouraging community involvement in the
project are also important components of the plan.

The People and Nature Project
Galway has lead the way in terms of fostering a partnership and pro-
active approach to the conservation of natural heritage, with the
highly successful People and Nature project operating since 2005.
The project is an action of the Galway County Heritage Plan 2004-
2008, aiming to address biodiversity in County Galway and to
develop and implement the Galway County Biodiversity Action Plan.

With the support of the Galway County Heritage Forum,
People and Nature is run as a partnership project between
Galway County Council and NUI, Galway supported by
Galway Rural Development and The Heritage Council. 

The project is advised by a steering group with members
from Galway County Council, Galway County Heritage
Forum, Applied Ecology Unit, NUI Galway, National Parks
& Wildlife Service, Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology,
Landowners, the Forest Service, the Fisheries Board,
BirdWatch Ireland (Galway Branch), Galway Rural
Development, Galway Education Centre, Heritage Groups
and the Local Community. 

This Biodiversity Action Plan is a subset of the Galway County Heritage Plan. It has been developed with
the assistance and input of a wide range of interested parties (listed in Appendix I). The Heritage Council
commissioned a consultant ecologist to assist the preparation of the local biodiversity action plan, in
partnership with the People and Nature Project Manager, and partners. The plan was prepared in accordance
with guidelines published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

The development of the plan was overseen by the Biodiversity Steering Group while extensive consultation
was carried out with members of the heritage forum, local community and heritage groups and other
stakeholders (Appendix I). The objectives and actions proposed in the plan have emerged from this
consultation process.

It is intended that this biodiversity action plan is a working strategy to help us achieve our aspirations and
fulfil our obligations in relation to biodiversity over the coming years. It is hoped that the plan will help to
raise awareness of biodiversity among the Galway public and also to inspire and encourage people to
become active in the conservation and promotion of biodiversity at the local level.

Tuam Community Heritage Orchard.
N. Marchant
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Galway County Heritage Forum and The People and Nature project partners acknowledge the role of the
many contributors to the development of the Galway County Biodiversity Action Plan, and embrace the
partnerships that are needed to deliver the actions of the plan in the coming years.
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3. COUNTY GALWAY’S BIODIVERSITY

County Galway has a particularly rich natural heritage and a large
number of biodiversity ‘hotspots’, due mainly to the county’s coastal
location, geology, topography and land-use history. Galway contains
a vast array of natural habitats including many of international nature
importance e.g. blanket bogs, fens, heath, ancient oak woodland,
turloughs, species-rich calcareous grassland and limestone
pavement. Because it has such a diverse range of habitats, Galway
contains the largest number of rare plant sites within the country
(Conaghan et al. 2006). 

Designated Sites
The international significance of Galway’s natural heritage is reflected in the fact that a high proportion of
the county is designated for nature conservation under European and National legislation (see Appendix II
for more information about nature conservation legislation). A total of seventy-three Special Areas of
Conservation (SAC) have been designated for forty-seven Annex I habitats including ten priority habitats.
Annex I habitats are recognised by the European Union to be of particularly high nature conservation value.
In addition, seventeen sites have been designated as Special Protection Areas (SPA) for birds. A further 32
sites are designated as nationally important Natural Heritage Areas (NHA) protected by the Wildlife Act.
See Appendix V for further details. 

Connemara National Park, one of Galway’s major tourist attractions,
covers some 2,957 hectares of scenic mountains, expanses of bogs,
heaths, grasslands and woodlands. Galway also contains eight nature
reserves, many of which are accessible to the public. 

Protected and Rare Species
Galway contains a large number of rare, threatened and uncommon
species, including a large number of plants and animals that are
protected under national and European Union legislation (listed in
Appendix III). A number of these species are mentioned in the
following text. 

Habitats and Species of High Biodiversity Value
Peatlands such as raised and blanket bogs, wet and dry heath, and fens are of
particular nature value because of the rarity of these habitats in an international
context, and because of the characteristic flora and fauna that live in these wet,
peaty and often highly acidic places. Irish raised bogs account for 50% of all
the conservation-worthy raised bogs remaining in Europe. A number of high
quality active raised bogs are found in the north and east of County Galway, as
well as large areas of cutover and degraded raised bog. 

Ireland, and in particular, Galway, contains some of the best examples of intact blanket bog in Europe. The
most extensive habitat of nature importance within county Galway is lowland blanket bog, found mainly
in south Connemara. This habitat, which often occurs in close association with nutrient-poor lakes and
rivers, provides a habitat for a large number of rare plants including Slender Cotton Grass, Bog Orchid
and Pillwort. The mountains of Connemara and other upland areas in the county are generally dominated
by upland blanket bog, wet, dry and montane heath. 

Connemara National Park.
J. Green

Narrow-leaved Helleborine.
J. Fuller

Sundew, a carnivorous 
bog plant. E. O’Riordan
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A number of birds live and breed on bogs including Red Grouse, Golden Plover and the Curlew. These
birds are very vulnerable to loss of good quality bog habitat and their numbers have been declining for
many years. Blanket bog, heath and young coniferous forestry habitats in the Slieve Aughties are important
breeding ground for the Hen Harrier. 

The coastal areas of Connemara tend to be dominated by extensive areas of dry heath and outcropping
bedrock (mostly granite). The shallow, peaty soils found in these coastal heaths provide a habitat for a range
of rare plants including Pyramidal Bugle, Pale Dog-violet, Green-winged Orchid and Spotted Rock-rose.

Fens are another important but less abundant peatland type found in
Galway, which often occurs in association with raised bogs, eskers and
or lakes. The Marsh Fritillary is one of the most endangered species in
Europe due to the loss of its habitat across much of its range. County
Galway contains a large proportion of the Irish population and colonies
can be found on a number of fens and raised bog sites in the east of the
county. 

Limestone pavement is a unique habitat found in the Burren region in Clare,
south County Galway and on the Aran Islands. Exposed limestone outcrops and the associated habitats of
limestone heath, scrub and woodland form some special habitat mosaics with many uncommon plant
species and unusual plant assemblages present. Extensive areas of limestone pavement still occur to the
south of Kinvara with a number of small, somewhat isolated patches that occur along a corridor from
Kilcolgan to Tuam and near Moycullen. These small fragments of limestone pavement often occur in close
association with species-rich calcareous grassland and sometimes support the protected species Wood
Bitter-vetch.

Often associated with limestone pavement, orchid-rich calcareous grasslands are another priority habitat.
These species-rich semi-natural grasslands are becoming increasingly scarce in Ireland due to changes in
agricultural practice and housing development. Some good examples can still be seen in the Aran Islands,
around Castletaylor and in the grasslands near Clarinbridge.

Underground limestone caves can be important hibernation areas for bats such as the Lesser Horseshoe,
which is found in just six counties on the western seaboard including Galway. The Irish population of Lesser
Horseshoe bats is internationally important as the species is now in serious decline and even extinct in
much of Europe. 

Turloughs, a priority habitat under the EU Habitats Directive, are unique to limestone regions in the west
of Ireland. These seasonal lakes are home to a characteristic suite of animals and plants that are adapted to
the fluctuating water table and include some rarities e.g. Fen Violet, Alder Buckthorn and Dropwort.
Turloughs are abundant in north, east and south County Galway and there are a number of exceptional
turlough sites in the region such as Coolcam, Croaghill, Ballinastack, Coole-Garyland and Glenamaddy
Turloughs. Rahasane Turlough near Craughwell is the largest in Ireland and is extremely important for over-
wintering birds. 

Marsh Fritillary Butterfly.
M. Boron

Summer - Turlough empty.
J. Moran

Winter - Turlough full
J. Moran
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Galway also has an abundance of permanent freshwater lakes, the largest of which, Lough Corrib divides
the geographically or geomorphologically distinct regions of the east and west of the county. The shores of
Lough Corrib provide habitat for a number of rare plant species including Irish Lady’s Tresses, Shrubby
Cinquefoil and Alder Buckthorn. Many of the rivers and lakes in County Galway have relatively good water
quality. These water bodies support a number of rare and important plant and animal species including
important fisheries of salmon and brown trout. 

The Arctic Char is a very rare fish similar in ecology and appearance to the brown trout. One of the first
fish to colonise Ireland after the Ice Age, it is confined to just a few of the cold, deeper lakes including
Lough Inagh, Fermoyle Lough and Athry in County Galway. It is now believed that one third of all native
populations of the Arctic Char in Ireland are likely to be extinct, while the status of a further twenty one
populations is unknown. In Galway, Arctic Char is believed to be extinct in three lakes while the population
status of a further thirteen lakes is unknown. Pollan, another very rare fish is found in Lough Derg. In western
Europe, its distribution is limited to just five lakes in Ireland.

The Fresh Water Pearl Mussel is a critically endangered species due to pollution, habitat destruction and
over-fishing. It requires particularly clean, clear and well-oxygenated water to survive and in Galway it is
restricted to just a few soft-water sites in the west of the county including the Owenriff River in Oughterard.  

The White Clawed Crayfish is protected in Ireland and under EU legislation. It prefers calcareous waters
and is found in Lough Corrib, Lough Derg and other rivers of the Shannon catchment. The Irish crayfish
population is especially important, as it remains free of a fungal disease that has decimated populations
elsewhere in Europe. 

The callows, seasonally flooded grasslands of the floodplains of the
Shannon and Suck Rivers, form important wildlife habitats and add to
the rich habitat mosaic found along these rivers. During the summer the
callows support exceptional flower-rich wet meadows, and are home
to the globally endangered Corncrake. In the winter they provide food
and shelter for large numbers of over-wintering wild fowl including
Whooper Swan, Wigeon and Lapwing and a large flock of Greenland
White-fronted Geese, an Annex I species under the EU Birds Directive.

The coastline of County Galway stretches for over 2,000km. It is highly indented and supports a diverse
range of habitats including rocky and sandy shores, shingle beaches, and saltwater lagoons. Coastal sand
dunes and grasslands are important habitats for many species of invertebrates including rare snails, dragonfly
and butterfly species. 

Machair (flat sandy grassland) is a priority habitat found only along the
coast of Ireland and Scotland. In Ireland the distribution of machair is
limited to the north-west coast, from Galway Bay to Malin Head in
Donegal. Many machair sites have traditionally been used for low-intensity
mixed-farming, often as commonage land. High quality machair is found
at a few sites in Connemara including Dog’s Bay near Roundstone and
Slyne Head. These areas are awash with orchids and other wildflowers
during the summer months. 

South Connemara is home to the best site in the country for another priority habitat under EU legislation,
coastal lagoons, including some saline lake lagoons situated on peat. The Foxtail Stonewort, a protected
species of algae that grows in highly saline lagoons, has only been recorded at five locations in Ireland,
three of which are in Connemara.

Machair grassland, Connemara
E. O’Riordan

Black-tailed Godwit
J. Murphy
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Salt marshes occur frequently in sheltered locations along the Galway coast. They contain a suite of species
able to cope with the saline conditions and often are important habitats for Otters and a wide range of
birds.

A treasure of biodiversity is found off the coast of County Galway.
Underwater reefs are found off the Aran Islands and Kilkieran Bay
(Ireland’s first marine SAC), and support a massive biodiversity of marine
invertebrates including rare echinoderms, anemones, sponges, soft corals
and sea fans. Irelands only known sublittoral population of the Purple
Sea Urchin is found on a reef on the west coast of Inishmore. 

Ireland has one of the most species-rich seaweed floras in Europe with
many potential ‘hot-spots’ of seaweed diversity identified including
Galway Bay and the coast of the Burren and Connemara. Of particular
interest are the maerl beds found in western parts of the coasts of County
Galway. These rare habitats are composed of deep deposits of calcareous red algae (Phymatolithon
calcareum and Lithothamnion spp.) which produce the distinctive ‘coral’ beaches found around Carraroe. 

The Atlantic waters off the Galway coast are home to a great diversity of large
marine mammals including Bottlenose Dolphins and the Common and Grey
Seal. The coast offers a variety of habitats for all manner of sea birds,
including the Chough which breeds on rocky coastal sites, and the Little Tern
which nests on sandy shores.

Native woodland is a relatively uncommon habitat in County Galway. In
west Galway, Derryclare and Ballinahinch in Connemara are important
native woodland sites, while in east Galway, significant areas of oak-birch-
holly woodland include Gortnacarnaun, Drummin, and Woodford. An

extensive area of oak-ash woodland is found in association with the turloughs
of Coole and Garryland. These woodlands support a suite of rare plant species including the Narrow-leaved
Helleborine, Bird Cherry and Yellow Bird’s Nest. They are also home to the Brown Hairstreak, a very
localised butterfly species that is found only in Galway, Clare and North Tipperary living in limestone
woodlands and hedges.

19

Crambe maritime, a rare plant
found on shingle beaches in
County Galway

Bottlenose dolphin, 
Connemara
G. O’Donnell. NPWS.

Pine Marten
The Vincent Wildlife Trust
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Even when dominated by non-native broadleaf trees (such as beech or sycamore), woodland habitats can
support a wide range of plants and animals. Forests such as Portumna Forest Park and Kilcornan Woods in
Clarinbridge are home to important populations of Red Squirrel, a species that is in rapid decline in most
of the east of the country due to competition from the introduced American Grey Squirrel. The Pine Marten
is another important native mammal found in Galway woodlands. Due to centuries of persecution, Pine
Marten numbers were critically reduced but now its range is expanding due to legal protection and
increasing cover of coniferous forestry and scrub woodland.

Eskers are distinctive Irish habitats found mostly in the midlands. They are long sinuous rounded hills which
were formed at the end of the last ice age when silt, sand and gravel were deposited by rivers of glacial
melt water under the ice. As well as being fascinating geomorphological features, eskers are important for
the characteristic woodland and grassland habitats they support, including species-rich grasslands with
abundant orchids. A number of eskers are found in the north and east of the county including Richmond
Esker, a Nature Reserve near Kilkerrin, which has two of the few esker ridges left in the country which still
carry native woodland. 

Hedgerows are very much a part of Ireland’s cultural and natural
heritage. Their presence in the largely agricultural rural
landscape of Ireland is of huge value for wildlife. As well as
providing food and shelter for a myriad of insects, birds and
other animals, they also act as links or corridors, which allow
wildlife to move between different habitats in search of food.
Typically, older, denser hedges support a greater abundance and
diversity of wildlife. Hedgerows are a familiar landscape feature
in the countryside of County Galway, particularly east of Lough
Corrib. Scrub is also an important wildlife habitat, especially in
the west of the county which has less native woodland and
hedgerow cover. River banks and railway embankments and
other linear features may also serve as wildlife corridors.

Man made structures such as stone walls, bridges and buildings can also be very important for wildlife and
provide feeding, hibernating and roosting sites for many species of invertebrates, birds and bats. The
increasingly scarce Barn Owls favour old farm buildings and church towers while Swallow’s nests are a

common sight on many buildings each summer. A diversity of mosses, lichens
and other plants are often found on old stone built structures. 

As traditional species-rich grasslands decline, grassy roadside verges and other
marginal grasslands act as important habitats and ecological networks for many
species of wild flowers and the invertebrates they support. Because of the low-
intensity management regime, many grassy verges growing along roadsides
contain a great variety of wild flowers. In Connemara, long stretches of grassy
verges may contain a great variety of orchid species. The offshore islands
including Inisbofin and the Aran Islands are particularly important for these
old semi-natural grasslands. They are the only place in Ireland where the relict
weed species Corn Flower and Darnel still grow wild, as well as the only
locations in Galway for Hairy Violet, Purple Milk Vetch and Small Wood
Reed.
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Threats to Biodiversity in Galway
Unfortunately, despite our rich natural heritage, the
environment in County Galway comes under pressure
from a number of human activities. Many of the most
obvious problems are associated with the increased
building and development in towns and the countryside
in recent years. Expansion of towns and villages in the
urban fringe and rural areas can cause significant habitat
destruction, fragmentation and degradation as natural
habitats including wetlands, woods and grasslands are
being cleared or fragmented to accommodate new
development. The loss of traditional stone walls and
hedgerows is of particular concern in many parts of the
county.

Problems associated with changes in land use and farming practices are also evident in many parts. Large
scale drainage, fertilisation and reseeding of farmland have resulted in the huge loss of wetlands, hedges
and species-rich grasslands as well as in the pollution of ground and surface waters. In some parts of the
county, there is increasing evidence of habitat change caused by the abandonment of agriculture. In the
absence of regular management, lands can become rank and overgrown by weeds, bracken, bramble and
scrub, leading to the loss of semi-natural grasslands and an overall loss in diversity.

The problem of invasive alien species has become very
prominent in recent years as a number of introduced plant
and animal species have become ecological pests. Some
examples include the African Pond Weed, ‘Giant Rhubarb’,
Japanese (Gunnera) Knotweed, Rhodedendron, the Zebra
Mussel and the American Mink. 

Because there are so many environmental problems
associated with meeting the needs of a growing economy
and population, it is vital to strive for sustainable
development. Thus, if more care and consideration of
biodiversity is factored in at the early stages of all aspects
of planning, development and industry, a balance can be
achieved between the needs of the environment and the
need for development to achieve a harmonious co-
existence between people and nature.
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4. LEGISLATION AND POLICIES

National, European and International Legislation
The main legislation dealing with biodiversity in Ireland is the European Union Birds and Habitats
Directives, and the Wildlife Acts. Other legislation that impacts of the conservation of natural heritage
include the Planning and Development Acts and the Water Framework Directive. A comprehensive list of
relevant legislation is presented in Appendix II.

The European Union Birds Directive requires member states to manage, create and restore a variety of
biotopes for wild birds and to designate Special Protection Areas (SPA) for birds. Species listed in Annex I
of the Directive require strict conservation measures, while the other Annexes regulate the hunting of other
species. The Birds Directive is transposed to Irish law through the Wild Birds Regulations, 1985.

The European Union Habitats Directive requires member states to designate Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs) for a number of habitat types and species in need of conservation. These are listed in the Annexes
as part of a Europe wide ‘coherent ecological network’ called Natura 2000. Member states are required to
manage or restore designated sites to maintain their favourable conservation status. The Directive also
provides for the establishment of ‘stepping stones’ or ‘corridors’ between sites to facilitate movement of
species and promote continuity within the ecological networks. The Directive is transposed into Irish law
by the Habitats Regulations, 1997. 

The Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000 are two of the principal legal instruments
governing the protection of wild flora and fauna in Ireland. The Acts enable the minister to establish nature
reserves on state lands, recognise reserves in private ownership and designate land as a refuge for a species
of fauna in need of protection. The Acts set out the regulations for the hunting and capture of wild animals
and give power of enforcement to the Gardaí and representatives of the Minister. The Amendment gives
formal legal protection to Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs).  

Convention on Biological Diversity

This international treaty is a binding agreement that emerged at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, 1992 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

The three main goals of the Convention on Biological Diversity are:
• the conservation of biological diversity
• the sustainable use of the components of biodiversity, and
• the fair and equitable distribution of the benefits arising from this utilisation of biodiversity.

Under the convention, each country agrees to undertake a
number of actions to halt the loss of biodiversity, including
the development of a National Biodiversity Plan or Strategy. 

Ireland signed the Convention in 1992 and ratified it in 1996. 

For more information go to www.cbd.int
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Countdown 2010
At the 2002 World summit on Sustainable Development, world leaders agreed to set a global target to
‘achieve a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss’ by 2010. The EU biodiversity strategy
is even more ambitious and aims to ‘halt the loss of biodiversity’ by 2010.

National Biodiversity Plan
In 2002 Ireland’s National Biodiversity Plan was published, setting out a series of actions designed to
promote and conserve biodiversity at the national and local level. Recognising the ‘key role Local
Authorities have in being in the best position to promote heritage conservation generally into local plans
and programmes’, the Plan sets out two specific actions for Local Authorities:

Action 10. Each Local Authority to prepare a local Biodiversity Plan in consultation with 
stakeholders.

Action 11. Each Local Authority to designate a contact officer for natural heritage conservation 
matters in this area.

Local Policy and Plans
Galway County Council has published a number of local plans and policy documents. Many of these have
general and/or specific provisions for the environment and natural heritage. It is intended that the Galway
County Biodiversity Action Plan will support and reinforce the objectives of these plans and will help the
County Council to meet the challenges required in fulfilling its obligations towards biodiversity under local,
national and international policy and legislation. 

The concept of sustainable development is central to the policies and objectives of all local plans produced
by the County Council. Sustainability as defined by the Brundtland Report 1997 is ‘development which
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs.’

The most important local policy documents are outlined briefly here. Further information is contained in
Appendix III

The Corporate Plan 2005 - 2009 is Galway County Council’s strategic framework for action in the future.
A core theme of the plan is ‘preserving and enhancing the environment’. The corporate plan contains a
number of strategies to meet its objectives in promoting sustainable development and valuing and
conserving our heritage

The Galway County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 contains a number of policies and objectives that
have implications for the conservation and protection of wildlife habitats. Policies 138 to 154 relate
exclusively to natural heritage, in particular to increasing public awareness of natural heritage and
conserving all aspects of natural heritage including biodiversity, geology and land and seascapes. In
addition, the preservation of designated and non-designated wildlife habitats is contained in policies relating
to housing, rural development, roads and transportation, agriculture, mariculture, waste treatment, and
tourism. 

As a subset of the County Heritage Plan, the Biodiversity Action Plan will be included as an objective in
the new County Development Plan (2010 – 2016)

Much of County Galway’s rural and coastal areas are designated as SACs and NHAs. Thus, considerable
attention must be paid to them in the planning process. In consideration of designated areas, the Galway
County Development Plan (2003-2009) states that:
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1.4.2.2 Development in designated areas.
“Conservation of the natural beauty of the countryside and of its wildlife and cultural heritage must
be given great weight in planning policies and development control objectives for these designated
areas. This does not mean that development cannot take place there, but consideration of 
applications for development should normally include an assessment of such development on the
environment”.  

Designated areas are considered further in the Heritage section of the plan (6.12 Policies: Natural Heritage),
for which a number of policies are outlined relating to the protection and conservation of NHA, SAC and
SPA sites and the impacts of developments on these areas. 

The County Development plan also takes account of the importance of non-designated habitats in Policy 145:

• “Recognise that nature conservation is not just confined to designated sites and acknowledge the 
need to protect non-designated habitats and landscapes and to conserve biological diversity of the
County”.

Since the last County Development Plan, there have been a number of advancements in the policy,
objectives and legislation regarding biodiversity and natural heritage. These are reflected in more recent
plans such as the Local Area Plans for the Gaeltacht, Bearna, Oughterard, Clarinbridge and other County
Galway towns (Appendix III). Most of these plans contain important policies and objectives relating to
natural heritage and biodiversity especially regarding non-designated sites, i.e. it is a policy of Galway
County Council to:

• Protect and conserve ecological networks/corridors/links and stepping stones and prevent their loss
where possible.

• Promote the interconnectivity of areas of natural heritage importance while recognising wider links
outside the plan.

• Promote greater habitat and species biodiversity through the appropriate planting of native trees and
shrubs indigenous to the Plan area.

• Promote the retention of individual trees and groups of trees, hedgerows, stone walls and other 
associated landscape features where possible.

• Promote the sensitive management and maintenance of hedgerows and stone walls.
• To maintain and enhance woodlands, hedgerows and stone walls and other associated landscape 

features. Where boundaries have to be removed and are to be replaced, replace with boundary 
types similar to those removed, for example masonry stone walls and of similar species composition
in the case of hedgerows.

• Encourage the creation, development and maintenance of green corridors, green bridges, animal 
underpasses, eco-ducts and culverts where possible.

• Prevent the spread of invasive alien species.
• Protect and maintain the extent, quality and connectivity of surface waters and wetlands.
• Identify areas of ecological value and proceed to prepare maps for these areas.
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The Galway County Heritage Plan 2004 – 2008 was launched in February 2004. The aim of this plan is to
place heritage at the heart of public life in County Galway through promoting awareness and enjoyment
of our heritage. The plan sets out a number of actions to fulfil objectives in the areas of heritage awareness,
acquiring heritage knowledge and the protection of County Galway’s heritage. The Biodiversity Action Plan
(2008-2013) will form a subset of the new County Heritage Plan (2009 – 2014).

The Galway County Development Board, through the County Council published the Galway County
Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural Development for the years 2002-2012. One of the eight main
themes of the strategy is the sustainable development of the county’s physical and natural resources.
Protecting the environment is a ‘key priority’ of the plan and strategies include “environment proofing”
and “rural proofing” of development proposals; education initiatives to raise public awareness about the
environment; expansion of recycling; and improvements to water supply and sewage’.
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5. COUNTY GALWAY BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

Rationale and Guiding Principles
The actions presented in this plan reflect the result of extensive consultation with a wide range of
stakeholders and are designed to address the objectives outlined in Chapter 1.

The Galway County Biodiversity Action Plan was devised with two main guiding principles in mind
including:

The Ecosystem approach is ‘a strategy for the integrated management of land, water and living resources
that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way. It is based on the application of
appropriate scientific methodologies focused on levels of biological organization which encompass the
essential processes, functions and interactions among organisms and their environment. It recognizes that
humans, with their cultural diversity, are an integral component of ecosystems’. (CBD, Rio 1992)

The Precautionary Principle stipulates that where an action or policy has the potential to cause severe
detrimental effects on the environment or human health, precautionary measures should be taken even if
some cause and effect relationships are not fully established scientifically. In this case the burden of proof
lies with the advocates of the policy. 

The actions of the plan were proposed based on feedback received during the consultation process and
take a number of factors into consideration such as:
• Local, national and international policy and legislation.
• The need for practical biodiversity resources such as biodiversity guidelines and education 

programmes.
• Support structures required for various sectors of the community. 
• Current research trends. 
• Availability of funds and/or local expertise.
• Lessons learned from past heritage and biodiversity projects.
• Main threats to biodiversity.
• Actions, policies and objectives of the County Heritage Plan.

The key factors for selecting habitats and species for targeted conservation action and for determining the
research agendas were as follows:
• The opinions of experts and stakeholders, 
• Information deficiencies for various habitats and species e.g. Baseline information on mammals.
• Species and habitat identified as threatened or vulnerable – e.g. Barn Owl, Marsh Fritillary Butterfly,

mammals.
• Indicator species – e.g. barnacles (global warming) - butterflies (habitat quality).
• The relative conservation importance of the habitat or species in County Galway.
• Ecologically important non-designated sites.
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Delivery and Implementation 
The People and Nature project manager is currently responsible for the co-ordination and implementation
of the projects and actions of the Biodiversity Action Plan. It is hoped that in the near future a full time
Biodiversity Officer will be employed by the County Council to carry out the duties associated with the
plan which include:

• Providing biodiversity advice to the County Council.
• Biodiversity Training for various sectors.
• Maintain the Biodiversity Audit.
• Develop and implement public awareness and education campaigns.
• Promotion of the biodiversity of County Galway.
• Encourage and support research initiatives in County Galway.
• Provide support and assistance to community and Council biodiversity based projects.
• Liaise with the biodiversity steering group and other relevant stakeholders. 
• Support the implementation of Species and Habitat Action Plans, as appropriate, and the next 

National Biodiversity Plan.

The project manager/ Biodiversity Officer will develop a work plan every year, in collaboration with the
Heritage Officer, Heritage Forum and Biodiversity Steering Group, setting out the priorities and deliverables
for the year in question. 

The Project Partners
Galway County Council and the Galway County Heritage Forum are the lead partners in the delivery of
the Galway County Biodiversity Action Plan. The other key partners are the Heritage Council, National
University of Ireland Galway, Galway Rural Development Co. Ltd and local communities. The progress of
the plan will be advised and monitored by the Biodiversity Steering Group, which includes representatives
from the National Parks and Wildlife Service; The Irish Farmers Association; Birdwatch Ireland (Galway);
The Vincent Wildlife Trust; The Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food; The
Marine Service of the The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources; Department of
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government; and local naturalists. 

Proposed partners are listed for each action of the plan. As the annual work programme is agreed,
commitments will be obtained from relevant partners to ensure delivery of the actions. Further partners not
currently represented on the Heritage Forum may be identified over the lifetime of the plan.

Funding
Funding will be sought annually from all partner organisations including Galway County Council, the
Heritage Council, Galway Rural Development Co. Ltd. (LEADER), and the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, as well as through other agencies, organisations and strategic partnerships.

Monitoring and Review
Annual reports will be submitted by the project manager (Biodiversity Officer) to the Heritage Forum and
Biodiversity Steering Group indicating progress in relation to implementing the Biodiversity Action Plan
and achieving the targets set out in the plan. A mid-term review will be carried out mid-way through the
life of the plan to assess progress to date, and to make any amendments to the plan deemed necessary
taking into account any new developments in the county in terms of changes in legislation, policies or
priorities.  
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OBJECTIVE 1
AWARENESS 
AND PARTICIPATION

OBJECTIVE 2
KNOWLEDGE GATHERING
AND SHARING

OBJECTIVE 3
CONSERVATION POLICY
AND ACTION

No. Key Action Area

Employment of Biodiversity Officer for County
Galway
• Facilitate and co-ordinate 

implementation of  BAP
• Advise council on biodiversity-related issues 

and their obligations in relation to the protection
of  designated areas

• Provide biodiversity training within 
the council

• Promote biodiversity and provide 
information to the public

Biodiversity Audit
• Gather all available information on biodiversity in

County Galway
• Store in database format and geo-reference. 

where possible in Council GIS system 
• Where possible, make this information 

accessible through the biodiversity 
website

• Ensure link with National Biodiversity Data 
Centre

GCC,
Heritage
Council,
LEADER,
Heritage
Forum,
GRD, NUIG

GCC IT
Dept., 
NUIG, 
GMIT,
ENGOS

Short term

Ongoing Production
of  database

Full time
Biodiversity
Officer
employed by
County
Council

1 2 3
Potential
Partners

Objective Time
Frame

Measuring
success

1   

2

Biodiversity Awareness
• Continue to use the ‘People and Nature’ 

theme and branding for the project
• Hold public awareness events and activities, 

especially during Heritage Week and Biodiversity
Week 

• Produce information material using a variety of  
media

• Develop biodiversity section of  Galway 
County Council website with information, event 
listings and useful links 

• Advise and assist local groups with nature 
conservation projects including Golden Mile and 
Tidy Town entrants, urban renewal projects, local
environment and heritage groups, graveyard 
groups, FAS and Rural Social Scheme workers

Local
groups,
ENGOs,
Tidy Towns
groups,
State
agencies,
FAS, RSS, 
GRD

Ongoing Events
organised,
leaflets
published,
website
regularly
updated,
local
projects
underway/
completed,
training
programme

3 

Views of Corraun, Maam
M. Burke
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Biodiversity Education and Training
• Develop technology-based resources to 

aid biodiversity education in schools and 
other sectors

• Continue biodiversity in schools programme
• Provide ongoing biodiversity training for all 

Galway County Council staff
• Seek to develop FETAC approved practical 

biodiversity management course aimed at 
council workers, contractors, community 
employment schemes and others

Biodiversity Guidelines for:
A. Householders
B. Council staff and officials
C. Other sectors including developers, agents,
landowners
• Produce clear and informative guidelines 

(leaflets/ booklets/web-based information pages)
in relation to protecting and enhancing nature, 
habitat assessment and management

GCC IT
Dept. 
FAS, 
RSS, 
GRD,
FETAC,
Galway
Education
Centre,
Third Level
Colleges

Construction
industry,
Architects
professional
body etc.
FÁS, RSS, 
GRD
Forest
Service

Medium
term

Ongoing Production
of  database

Resources
developed
and in use.
Training
courses
developed
and
implemented.
Several
school
biodiversity
projects
completed

4   

5

Community Partnerships
• Initiate, support and encourage community-run 

and managed nature conservation projects 
These may include community nature areas/ 
gardens, local habitat restoration, habitat 
creation, nature interpretation info and signage

• Ensure that biodiversity data and information 
held by the council is made available to local 
communities working on projects on the ground

• Ensure that knowledge gathered through 
community projects is fed back to the County 
Council and incorporated into the biodiversity 
database

Heritage
Forum,
community
groups,
schools,
NUIG,
State
agencies,
FÁS, RSS,
GRD
Forest
Service

Ongoing Established
Network of
Community
Biodiversity
Areas 

6 





Galway County Council Lands/ Projects
• Provide guidelines to be jointly agreed with 

NPWS and Galway County Council for an 
appropriate ecological assessment of  all 
developments and projects managed by the 
council

• Promote biodiversity-conscious landscaping in 
County Council owned and managed land and 
housing developments 

• Carry out biodiversity assessments of  lands in 
council ownership and develop management 
plans for land of  nature conservation value 
owned by the council

NPWS,
Heritage
Forum, local
communities,
ENGOs

Medium –
long term

Several
examples of
council
landscaping
projects with
biodiversity
element

7 

No. Key Action Area
1 2 3

Potential
Partners

Time
Frame

Measuring
success

Brown-lipped snail
M. Burke

Objective
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Develop an Alien Species Strategy for County
Galway
• Identify invasive alien species in Co. Galway and

determine nature and extent of  infestation 
• Develop and implement policy for dealing with 

invasive alien species (i.e. direct action, planning
control, by-laws etc.)

• Establish alien species working group(s) to deal 
with terrestrial plant and animal invasive alien 
species

• Actively support the Western Region Aquatic 
Invasive Species Working Group

• Develop alien species database in GCC GIS 
system

• Establish invasive species awareness 
programme for council staff, general public, 
target groups

• Publish information material with advice on 
recognising problematic alien species and how 
to deal with them

• Seek to co-ordinate alien species initiatives on a 
regional basis by working with adjacent local 
authorities and other agencies employment 
schemes and others

Biodiversity-Friendly Tourism Initiative
• Work with tourism sector to develop and 

promote tourism in County Galway in 
accordance with the Notice Nature and Fáilte 
Ireland guidelines on Tourism and Biodiversity

• Hold seminars on how local communities can 
manage and promote local natural heritage 
features

• Develop biodiversity tourism policy for Galway 
Co. Council

• Seek to develop and promote County Galway as
an ecotourism destination

• Look to other ecotourism destinations for 
examples of  successful models

• Support provision of  facilities to facilitate and 
promote ecotourism

GMIT, NUI,G
and other
third level
institutions,
Fisheries
Boards,
NPWS,
Galway City
Council,
FÁS, RSS,
GRD, 
Forest
Service, 
All Ireland
Invasive
Species
Initiative

Galway East
Tourism,
GRD,
Ireland West
Tourism,
Fisheries
Boards,
Waterways
Ireland,
Leave no
Trace,
Forest
Service,
Coillte

Ongoing

Short -
medium
term

Policy
developed,
areas  of
ecotourism
potential
identified

Greater
awareness
of  alien
species
Reduction in
spread of
alien
species

8   

9 

Biodiversity in Business
• Seek to establish the feasibility of  a 

biodiversity/environmental accreditation scheme 
for businesses in County Galway.

Chambers
of
Commerce,
IBEC, GRD,
ISME,
GCDB

Short -
medium
term

Feasibility
study
completed

10 

No. Key Action Area
1 2 3

Potential
Partners

Time
Frame

Measuring
success

Woodlawn.
M. Burke

Objective
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Coastal Environment
• Identify direct and indirect issues affecting the 

coastal environment and develop best practice 
guidelines for management of  coastal habitats 
and environment

• Recognise the special importance of  the nature 
of  the offshore islands of  County Galway.

• Seek a greater biodiversity emphasis in the Blue
Flag scheme

• Seek to assist local communities involved in 
coastal habitat. management projects.

• Develop the educational potential of  the coastal 
environment

• Support coastal walks

Freshwater Environment
• Support the work of  the Western and Shannon 

River Basin District projects
• Seek to protect and enhance the water and 

habitat quality of  rivers and lakes of  
international, national and regional importance 
through policy and practical projects 

• Promote the special importance of  the 
biodiversity of  Lough Corrib

• Ensure communication with adjacent local 
authorities and fisheries bodies and seek to 
establish joint initiatives at shared borders on 
water bodies

• Support inland walks

Marine
Institute,
NUIG, 
GMIT, BIM,
Coastwatch,
WRBD
An Taisce
SRFB
WRFB

WRBD,
SRBD,
Galway City
Council,
SRFB
WRFB
LDSG

Medium-
long term

Ongoing Improved
awareness
and
knowledge
of
freshwater
habitats;
improved
quality of
freshwater
habitats

Guidelines
developed,
educational
and
community-
led projects
initiated,
review of
biodiversity
element of
Blue Flag
scheme

11   

12 

Designated Areas
• Liaise with NPWS on a regular basis on issues 

impacting on designated areas and the 
operation of  the underlying legislation

• Provide landowners and local communities with 
information and advice on the management and 
conservation of  designated sites

• Acquire and publish the science underlying 
designation of  protected areas and clearly show 
catchment areas  

NPWS,
Land
owners,
Local
communities

Ongoing Good
working
relationship
with NPWS,
information
to
landowners
and local
communities
provided

13  

Protected Species
• Support the implementation of  the national 

species actions plans as appropriate and 
feasible. 

NPWS,
Land
owners,
Local
communities

Ongoing Local
implementa-
tion of
national
species and
habitats
action plans

14 

No. Key Action Area
1 2 3

Potential
Partners

Time
Frame

Measuring
success

Ladybird.
M. Burke

Objective
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Non-designated and locally important nature
areas
• Raise awareness of  locally important areas of  

nature conservation value 
• Develop criteria for identifying Local Biodiversity 

Areas (LBAs)
• Investigate potential mechanisms for protecting 

and enhancing important non-designated 
important nature conservation areas

• Develop Biodiversity Hotspot database in council
GIS system

Key Habitat Action: Hedgerows
• Following on from floristic survey, initiate project 

to examine faunal diversity associated with 
hedgerows

• Ensure ongoing training in the appropriate 
maintenance of  hedgerows for all relevant 
sectors

• Minimise the removal of  existing hedgerows and
stonewalls

• New fencelines should encourage biodiversity

Galway
County
Heritage
Forum,
Local
communities,
Third Level
colleges

BirdWatch
Ireland,
Badgerwatch
Ireland, 
Bat
Conservation
Ireland,
Galway Bat
Group, 
IWT, 
Teagasc, 
IFA

Ongoing

Medium
term

Faunal
diversity
project
completed,
training
ongoing

Criteria for
identifying,
LBAs
developed,
Hotspot
database in
use, report
on potential
protection
mechanisms
produced

15   

16 

Key Habitat Action: Wetlands
• Initiate projects outlined in the Galway County 

Wetlands Survey Phase I: scoping study carried 
out in 2007

• Special Action Area – Turloughs
• Recognising the unique character of  these 

habitats in Galway, provide information on the 
value and management of  turlough to land 
owners, developers, council staff, visitors and 
local groups etc

• Special Action Area – Bogs
• Initiate project to examine the wildlife value and 

future potential of  abandoned cutover peatlands 
as sites for nature conservation 

IPCC,
NPWS,
BirdWatch
Ireland,
NUIG, GMIT

Med – long
term

Wetlands
projects
carried out,
information
on turloughs
provided,
project to
examine
potential of
cutover
areas
completed

17  

Key Habitat Action: Native trees and woodlands
• Use data gathered in National Native Woodland 

Survey to compile a list and map of  woodlands 
in Galway

• Investigate practical means to conserve and 
enhance non-designated woodland sites in the 
county

• Ensure the significant tree survey is kept up to 
date, that trees are preserved accordingly and 
that the findings are made available

GMIT, 
NUIG, Crann,
Native
Woodland
Survey,
NPWS,
Landowners,
local
communities,
Forest
Service,
Coillte

Medium
term

List and map
of  woodland
sites
compiled,
study on
conservation
measures
completed,
tree survey
up to date

18  

No. Key Action Area
1 2 3

Potential
Partners

Time
Frame

Measuring
success

Robin.
M. Burke

Objective
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Key Habitat Action: Eskers
• Undertake a survey of  Esker habitats in the 

county

Key Habitats Action: Limestone pavement &
heath
• Identify, map and evaluate limestone heath and 

pavement habitats within the county
• Identify direct and indirect threats to limestone 

habitats
• Investigate practical means to conserve and 

enhance important limestone habitat sites in the 
county

• New fencelines should encourage biodiversity

NUIG,
Landowners,
local
communities

GMIT, 
NUIG,
Landowners,
local
communities,
Teagasc, IFA, 
Burren LIFE.
Burren
Connect
Burren Beo

Short-
medium
term

Long term Survey
completed,
threats
identified
and
conservation
study
carried out

Survey
completed

19   

20 

Key species: Rare Plants
• Ensure that known locations of  rare plants that 

are not within designated areas are noted with 
the council’s GIS system 

• Increase awareness of  the special nature of  the 
rare plant flora in Galway

NPWS,
BSBI,
Landowners,
local
communities
Third level
colleges

Medium
term

Rare plant
locations
noted on
Council GIS;
awareness
project
completed

21 

Key species: Invertebrates
• Identify important breeding sites for marsh 

fritillary butterfly, and map in Council GIS 
system.

• Seek means to recognise and protect important 
non-designated butterfly sites.

• Encourage research of  other invertebrate 
groups

IPCC,
NPWS, Irish
Butterfly
Group,
NUIG

Medium
term

Important
sites
identified
and
protected

22  

Key species: Fish
• Seek to establish the status of  the Arctic Char in

County Galway
• Support and assist the work of  the fisheries 

boards, the Irish Char Conservation group and 
other agencies to conserve the Char in Galway 
lakes

• Support the Lough Derg Native Fish Biodiversity 
Project

• Investigate means to improve access to Lough 
Corrib for Sea Lamprey

WRFB,SRFB,
Irish Char
Conservation
Group, NPWS,
Third level
colleges,
Angling clubs,
Galway City
Council
LDSG

Medium to
long term

Species for
action
priorities,
survey of
bird nesting
and feeding
sites
completed,
information
on birds
distributed

23 

Fuchsia.
M. Burke

No. Key Action Area
1 2 3

Potential
Partners

Time
Frame

Measuring
success

Objective
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Key species: Mammals
• Assist and participate in national and local 

mammal monitoring projects.
• Gather baseline ecological data for mammals of  

conservation concern in the county.
• Prioritise species for action.
• Seek practical means to preserve foraging 

grounds and ecological corridors of  mammals 
i.e. woodlands, wetlands such as hedgerows.

• Investigate practical means to reduce the 
number of  mammals killed on the road.

Medium to
long term

Baseline
data
collected,
species
prioritised,
roadkill
reduced

25   
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Bat
Conservation
Ireland,
NPWS, Third
level colleges
Landowners,
local
communities,
Galway Bat
Group
VWT
INT
Badgerwatch
Ireland

Fox Cub.
A.Poole

Key species: Birds
• Support the efforts of  BirdWatch Ireland to 

monitor and protect bird species of  conservation
concern.

• Prioritise bird species for action. 
• Identify and map important bird nesting and 

feeding sites in County Galway.
• Seek to conserve and enhance habitats of  

threatened bird species 
• Raise awareness and disseminate information 

of  County Galway’s bird fauna

Medium to
long term

Species for
action
priorities,
survey of
bird nesting
and feeding
sites
completed,
information
on birds
distributed

24    BirdWatch,
Landowners,
local
communities,
NPWS
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6. BIODIVERSITY AND YOU

What can you do to conserve and promote natural heritage at home
and in the community? The motto for biodiversity action is to “Think
globally, act locally”. We can all do something to help nature along
in our little corner of the world. Here are a few ideas you might like
to put into practice.

• Create a little space for wildlife in your life. Make a wildlife-
friendly garden at home, work or school. Or simply plant 
some window boxes or containers with flowers that attract 
birds, butterflies and/or bees.

• Start up or join a local community heritage or environment 
group.

• Join BirdWatch Galway, Crann, the Irish Peatland 
Conservation Council (IPCC), The Galway Naturalists’ Field 
Club, Bat Conservation Ireland or other ENGOs. It’s a good 
way to find out more about nature and to meet new people.

• Get involved in a local natural heritage project such as adopting or restoring a special habitat on 
community grounds. 

• Learn more about your local natural heritage. Be aware of what is going on around you. Local 
school groups could carry out local heritage surveys such as hedgerow, tree or lichen surveys, or 
flower, bird or animal surveys.

• Organise local nature walks or talks in your area
• Enter a competition such as the Local Environment Awards, Pride of Place or the Golden Mile.
• Participate in biodiversity-friendly farming schemes if you are a farmer such as REPS, NPWS farm 

plan scheme, the Native Woodlands Scheme, and LINNET.
• Set a good example. Teach children to respect, appreciate and enjoy nature and encourage them to

explore the natural world around them.

Remember, the Heritage officer, Biodiversity Officer and Environment Awareness Officer in the County
Council are here to help so if you would like some advice or assistance with a local biodiversity project,
do get in touch!

35

Fallow Deer.
J. Green

Gardenfield
Golden Mile. 
M. Burke
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8. USEFUL LINKS

Website Organisation
www.galway.ie Galway County Council
www.grd.ie Galway Rural Development
www.biodiv.org Convention on Biological Diversity
www.nationalaquarium.ie Galway Atlantaquarium 
www.galwayec.ie Galway Education Centre
www.galwaygarden.com Brigit’s Garden
www.invasivespeciesireland.com All Ireland Invasive Species Awareness Campaign 
www.alienspecies.ie Western Region Zebra Mussel Control Initiative
www.biodiversityresearch.ie National Platform for Biodiversity Research/Irish 

Biodiversity Website
www.noticenature.ie Ireland’s Biodiversity Awareness Campaign
http://homepage.eircom.net/~gnfc/ Galway Naturalists Field Club
www.biology.ie Nature’s Calendar – Ireland
http://eci.nuigalway.ie/IMSViewer/viewer.jsp?s=courserathbaun.hedge

Castleblakeney Hedgerow Survey
www.birdwatchgalway.org Galway branch of BirdWatch Ireland
www.birdwatchireland.ie Bird Watch Ireland
www.networksfornature.com Networks for nature
www.thehedge.org The Hedge.org
www.antaisce.org An Taisce
www.bnm.ie Bord na Mona
www.cfb.ie Central Fisheries Board
www.iol.ie/~dubsky/cwe/ CoastWatch Ireland
www.coford.ie COFORD
www.coillte.ie Coillte
www.crann.ie CRANN
www.birdweb.net/dragonfly.html Dragonfly Ireland
www.enfo.ie ENFO
www.epa.ie EPA
www.failteireland.ie Failte Ireland
www.woodlandsofireland.com Woodlands of Ireland
www.heritagecouncil.ie Heritage Council
www.ifa.ie Irish Farmers Association
www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com Irish Landscape Institute
www.ipcc.ie Irish Peatland Conservation Council
www.irishseedsavers.ie Irish Seed Savers
www.iwdg.ie Irish Whale & Dolphin Group
www.iwt.ie Irish Wildlife Trust
www.leavenotraceireland.org Leave No Trace Ireland
www.coford.ie National Council for Forest Research and Development
www.npws.ie National Parks and Wildlife
www.nuigalway.ie National University of Ireland, Galway
www.wfdireland.ie Shannon River Basin District
www.teagasc.ie Teagasc
www.marine.ie Marine Institute
www.heritagecouncil.ie The Heritage Council
www.treecouncil.ie Tree Council of Ireland
www.iwai.ie Waterways Ireland
www.walkireland.ie Waymarked Walks of Ireland
www.wrfb.ie Western Regional Fisheries Board
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9. APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Consultation
Extensive consultation was carried out during the development of the plan beginning in June 2007. The
first step in the consultation process was a meeting with the Galway County Heritage Forum (April 2007)
and the Biodiversity Steering Group (June 2007). Following this, a letter and questionnaire was sent to all
Heritage Forum and Biodiversity Steering Group members and other relevant agencies/stakeholders to
solicit input into the plan. In many cases, further contact was also made with individuals via phone or
email. A letter was also sent to all community and heritage groups in the county to provide information on
the BAP process and to encourage submissions. The same letter was sent by email to all County Council
Staff.

Draft actions were prepared based on the feedback received during the consultation process and submitted
to the Heritage Forum and Biodiversity Forum for comment in October 2007. Further feedback was
incorporated into the plan and the final draft was submitted on 30 November 2007. A period of public
consultation took place in February 2008, advertised in local newspapers and on local radio. The plan was
approved by the Strategic Policy Committee of the Planning Department on 10 April 2008, subject to some
minor changes. The adoption process was completed on 28 April 2008, when the plan gained the formal
approval of the elected members of Galway County Council.

Submissions were received from the following organisations, individuals and agencies during the
consultation process for the Biodiversity Action Plan.

Name Organisation
Berrow, Simon Irish Whale and Dolphin Group
Bleasdale, Andy NPWS
Bond, Ken UCC
Bosbeer, Sasha GMIT/ Ecological Consultant
Browne, Amanda Ecological Consultant
Clare, Dilis Health and Herbs, Galway
Collins, Tony Galway County Council NRDO
Conaghan, John Ecological Consultant/ BSBI
Cummins, Sinead BirdWatch Ireland
D'Arcy, Gordon Environmentalist
Dubsky, Karin Coastwatch 
Dunne, James NUIG
Fahy, Orla Ecologist, Forest Service
Farrell, Catherine Bord na Mona
Fossitt, Julie NPWS
Fox, Anne Clarinbridge Arts Festival
Gavin, Liam Galway County Council
Gormally, Michael NUIG
Guiry, Mike NUIG
Heery, Stephen Ecological Consultant
Hynes, Michael NUIG, Western Region Zebra Mussel Initiative
Keegan, Donal Forest Service
King, Patricia Independent landowner
Lawton, Colin NUIG
Leonard, Brian NUIG
Malone, Sarah IPCC
Mannion, Marie Galway County Council
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McAney, Kate Vincent Wildlife Trust
McCormack, Stephen Ecological Consultant
Moran, JamesEcologist, Teagasc
Murray, Anya An Taisce
Neville, Pat Coillte
O'Connor, Brendan Aqua Fact
Power, Anne Marie NUIG
Rafferty, Joe Roundstone Beaches Environmental Project
Regan, Eugenie NBRC
Roden, Cilian GMIT/ Ecological Consultant
Rodgers, Kevin Western Regional Fisheries Board
Sheehy Skeffington, Micheline NUIG/ BSBI
Smyth, Billy Galway City Salmon Angling Assoc. & FISSTA
Stout, Jane Trinity College Dublin
Ryan, Christina Galway County Council, Environment Section
Ten Cate, Marianne Birdwatch Galway
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Lesser Horseshoe Bats in cave.
C. Kelleher
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APPENDIX II: INTERNATIONAL, EUROPEAN AND NATIONAL LEGISLATION

International Conventions Relevant to the Conservation and Management of Biodiversity in Ireland

• International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling (1946)
• Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar) 1971
• Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) (1973)
• The European Network of Biogenetic Reserves (1976)
• Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) (1979)
• Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention) (1979)
• Convention on Biological Diversity (1992)
• UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992)
• Agreement on the Conservation of bats in Europe (Bonn Convention) (1993)
• International Tropical Timber trade Agreement (1994)
• Pan European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy (endorsed 1995)
• UN agreement on Straddling and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (1995)
• UNEP Washington Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from

Land-Based Activities (1995)
• UN and Food & Agriculture Organisation (FAO) Code of Conduct for Sustainable Fisheries (1995)
• Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) (1996)
• Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic (OSPAR) (1997)

(including Annex V on marine biodiversity)

European Legislation Relevant to Conservation and Management of Biodiversity
• 79/409/EEC  Council Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (Birds Directive)
• 92/43/EEC Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna
• 78/659/EEC Directive on the Quality of Freshwater Needing Protection or Improvement in Order to

Support Fish Life
• 79/923/EEC Directive on the Quality of Shellfish Waters
• 91/692/EEC Directive on Quality of water for Human Consumption
• 2000/60/EC Water Framework Directive
• 75/ 442/EEC  Directive on Waste Disposal
• 76/464/EEC Directive on other Substances: Protection of the Aquatic Environment of the community
• 85/337/EEC Directive on Environmental Impact Assessment and 97/11/EC
• 91/676/EEC Nitrates Directive
• 96/61/EC  Directive on Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control
• Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (to be transposed 2004)

National Legislation Relevant to Conservation and Management of Biodiversity
• Foreshore Acts, 1933 to 1998
• Whale Fisheries Act, 1937
• Fisheries Acts, 1933 -1999
• The Forestry Act, 1946
• Sea Fisheries Act, 1952
• Continental Shelf Act, 1968
• Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts, 1963-2000
• Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992
• European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations, 1989-1999 
• The Heritage Act, 1995
• EPA Act, 1992 (Urban Waste Water Treatment) Regulations, 1994
• Waste Management Act, 1996
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• Whale Fisheries Act, 1937
• Wildlife Act, 1976 and Amendment, 2000
• European Communities (Conservation of Wild Birds) Regulations, 1985
• European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997
• Flora Protection Order, 1999
• Salmon and Sea Trout Caught by Rod and Line (Prohibition on Sale) Order, 2001
• Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme Regulations, 2005
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Bumble Bee on knapweed. D. Bourke
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APPENDIX III: EUROPEAN, NATIONAL AND LOCAL STRATEGY DOCUMENTS
AND PLANS

European Strategies 
• Biodiversity Action Plans in the areas of Conservation of Natural Resources, Agriculture, Fisheries,

and Development and Economic Co-operation
• European Biodiversity Strategy (1998)
• EU Sustainable Development strategy 2001
• Council Directive 77/93/EEC on protective measures against the introduction into the Community 

of organisms harmful to plants or plant products and against their spread within the Community

National Strategies 
• National Countryside and Recreation Strategy
• National Trails Strategy
• National Biodiversity Plan, 2002
• National Heritage Plan, 2002
• Recommendations on the implementation and review of the National Biodiversity Plan. (Comhar)
• Interm Review of the implementation of the National Biodiversity Action Plan
• National Strategy for Sustainable Development (DoELG, 1997) 
• National Spatial Strategy (DoELG, 2002).
• National Development Plan
• National Plant Conservation Strategy
• National Marine Policy: Conserving Ireland’s Maritime Heritage (2006)
• National Climate Change Strategy
• Growing for the Future: A Strategic Plan for the Development of the Forestry Sector in Ireland (1996)
• Indicative Forest Strategy (2007)
• All Ireland Species Action Plan - Irish Hare (NPWS 2008)
• All Ireland Species Action Plan - Pollan (NPWS 2008)
• All Ireland Species Action Plan - Irish Ladies Tresses (NPWS 2008)
• All Ireland Species Action Plan - Corncrake (NPWS 2008) 
• All Ireland Species Action Plan - Otter (NPWS 2008)
• All Ireland Species Action Plan - Killarney Fern (NPWS 2008)
• All Ireland Species Action Plan (Draft) – Bats (NPWS 2008)
• All Ireland Species Action Plan (Draft) – Red Squirrel (NPWS 2008)
• All Ireland Species Action Plan (Draft) – Fresh water Pearl Mussel
• All Ireland Species Action Plan (Draft) – Kerry Slug
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Local Strategies and Plans
• Galway County Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural Development for the years 2002-2012.
• Water Based Tourism – A strategic Vision for Galway (2002)
• Galway County Development Plan
• Galway County Heritage Plan
• Litter management plan 2007-2010
• Connaught Regional Waste Management Plan 2005 – 2010
• Galway County Local Authorities Corporate Plan 2005-2009
• Athenry Local Area Plan (2005)
• Claregalway Local Area Plan  (2005)
• Clarinbridge Local Area Plan (2007)
• Clifden Local Area Plan (2001)
• Gort Local Area Plan (2006)
• Headford Local Area Plan (2005)
• Kinvara Local Area Plan (2005)
• Loughrea Local Area Plan (2005)
• Moycullen Local Area Plan (2005)
• Oranmore Local Area Plan (2006)
• Oughterard Local Area Plan (2006)
• Portumna Local Area Plan (2005)
• Bearna Area Plan (2007)
• Tuam Local Area Plan (2005)
• Gaeltacht Area Plan (Draft)
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APPENDIX IV: SITES DESIGNATED FOR 
NATURE CONSERVATION

Please note that this is not a definitive list, as changes to the pro-
tected area network occur over time on an ongoing basis. Where
discrepancies arise, sites will be protected as was intended.

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

000212 - Inishmaan Island
000213 - Inishmore Island
000216 - River Shannon Callows
000218 - Coolcam Turlough
000231 - Barroughter Bog
000238 - Caherglassaun Turlough
000242 - Castletaylor Complex
000248 - Cloonmoylan Bog
000252 - Coole-Garryland Complex
000255 - Croaghill Turlough
000261 - Derrycrag Wood Nature Reserve
000268 - Galway Bay Complex
000278 - Inishbofin And Inishshark
000285 - Kilsallagh Bog
000286 - Kiltartan Cave (Coole) 
000295 - Levally Lough
000296 - Lisnageeragh Bog And Ballinastack Turlough
000297 - Lough Corrib
000299 - Lough Cutra
000301 - Lough Lurgeen Bog/Glenamaddy Turlough
000304 - Lough Rea
000308 - Loughatorick South Bog
000318 - Peterswell Turlough
000319 - Pollnaknockaun Wood Nature Reserve
000322 - Rahasane Turlough
000324 - Rosroe Bog
000326 - Shankill West Bog
000328 - Slyne Head Islands
000330 - Tully Mountain 
000474 - Ballymaglancy Cave, Cong 
000606 - Lough Fingall Complex
001228 - Aughrusbeg Machair And Lake
001242 - Carrownagappul Bog
001251 - Cregduff Lough
001257 - Dog's Bay
001271 - Gortnandarragh Limestone Pavement
001275 - Inisheer Island
001285 - Kiltiernan Turlough
001309 - Omey Island Machair
001311 - Rusheenduff Lough
001312 - Ross Lake And Woods
001313 - Rosturra Wood Peacock Caterpillar. C. Sulliv
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001321 - Termon Lough
001774 - Lough Carra/Mask Complex
001926 - East Burren Complex 
001913 - Sonnagh Bog 
002008 - Maumturk Mountains 
002031 - The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex 
002034 - Connemara Bog Complex 
002074 - Slyne Head Peninsula 
002110 - Corliskea/Trien/Cloonfelliv Bog
002111 - Kilkieran Bay And Islands 
002117 - Lough Coy 
002118 - Barnahallia Lough 
002119 - Lough Nageeron 
002129 - Murvey Machair 
002130 - Tully Lough 
002180 - Gortacarnaun Wood 
002181 - Drummin Wood
002213 - Glenloughaun Esker
002241 - Lough Derg, North-East Shore
002244 - Ardrahan Grassland
002265 - Kingstown Bay 
002293 - Carrowbaun, Newhall And Ballylee Turloughs
002294 - Cahermore Turlough
002295 - Ballinduff Turlough
002296 - Williamstown Turloughs
002317 - Cregg House Stables, Crusheen
002347 - Camderry Bog
002350 - Curraghlehanagh Bog
002352 - Monivea Bog
002356 - Ardgraigue Bog 

Special Protection Areas for Birds (SPA)
004031- Inner Galway Bay 
004042- Lough Corrib
004056- Lough Cutra
004058- Lough Derg (Shannon)
004062- Lough Mask
004067- High Island (Galway) 
004088- Lough Scannive 
004089- Rahasane Turlough
004096- Middle Shannon Callows
004097- River Suck Callows 
004107- Coole-Garryland 
004123- Slyne Head Islands 
004134- Lough Rea 
004142- Cregganna Marsh
004168- Slieve Aughty Mountains
004170- Cruagh Island
004144- Inisbofin, Inishark and Davillann
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Natural Heritage Areas (NHA)
000220 - Lough Namucka Bog
000221 - Moorfield Bog/Farm Cottage 
000222 - Suck River Callows
000229 - Ballygar Bog
000235 - Bracklagh Bog
000245 - Clooncullaun Bog
000247 - Slieve Bog 
000249 - Cloonoolish Bog 
000254 - Crit Island West 
000267 - Funshin Bog  
000280 - Castle French West Bog 
000281 - Keeloges Bog 
000283 - Kilmore Bog 
000284 - Kilnaborris Bog 
000292 - Leaha Bog
000307 - Lough Tee Bog
000310 - Meeneen Bog
000321 - Raford River Bog
001227 - Aughrim Bog
001229 - Slieve Aughty Bog
001240 - Capira/Derrew Bog 
001241 - Carna Heath And Bog 
001244 - Castle Ffrench East Bog 
001254 - Derrinlough Bog 
001255 - Derrynagran Bog And Esker 
001264 - Eskerboy Bog 
001280 - Killaclogher Bog
001283 - Killure Bog 
001303 - Moorfield Bog 
002344 - Annaghbeg Bog 
002364 - Moycullen Bogs 
002374 - Cloon And Laghtanabba Bog 
002379 - Derryoober Bog  
002431 - Oughterard District Bog 
002436 - Tooreen Bog

Proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHA)
000011 - Lough Derg
000212 - Inishmaan Island
000213 - Inishmore Island
000215 - Rathbaun Turlough
000216 - River Shannon Callows
000218 - Coolcam Turlough
000224 - Altore Lake
000228 - Ballycuirke Lough
000231 - Barryoughter Bog
000234 - Belclare turlough
000238 - Caherglassaun Turlough
000240 - Camderry Bog
000242 - Castletaylor Complex

46

Harebell
D. Bourke



BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN for County Galway 2008 - 2013

000244 - Clonfert Cathedral
000248 - Cloonmoylan Bog
000252 - Coole-Garryland Complex
000253 - Creganna Marsh
000255 - Croaghill Turlough
000256 - Curraghlehenagh Bog
000261 - Derrycrag Wood Nature Reserve
000263 - Drumbulcaun Bog
000264 - Duck Island
000265 - Eeshal Island
000268 - Galway Bay Complex
000269 - Geabhrog Island
000274 - Hen Island
000275 - High Island
000276 - Horse Island Complex
000278 - Inishbofin and Inishark
000282 - Killower Turlough
000285 - Kilsallagh Bog
000285 - Kiltartan Cave (Coole)
000287 - Kiltullagh Turlough
000289 - Knockavanny turlough
000295 - Levally Lough
000296 - Lisnageeragh Bog and Ballinastack Turlough
000297 - Lough Corrib
000299 - Lough Cutra
000301 - Lough Lurgeen Bog/ Glenamaddy Turlough
000304 - Lough Rea
000308 - Loughatorick South Bog
000311 - Monivea Bog
000314 - Oilean na nGeabhrog (Illaungurraig)
000315 - Oilean na nGeabhrog (Glencoh Rock)
000318 - Peterswell Turlough
000319 - Pollnaknockaun Wood Nature Reserve
000320 - Pollduagh Cave, Gort
000322 - Rahasane Turlough
000323 - Richmond Esker Nature Reserve
000324 - Rosroe Bog
000326 - Shankill West Bog
000328 - Slyne Head Islands
000330 - Tully Mountain
000331 - Turlough O’Gall
000385 - Rostaff Turlough
000474 - Ballymaglancy Cave, Cong
000606 - Lough Fingall Complex
000735 - Maumtrasna Mountain Complex
001126 - Ardmore Point Grassland
001224 - Ardgraigue Bog
001228 - Aughrusbeg Machair and Lake
001231 - Ballyconneely Bay
001233 - Ballynakill Bay and Lamb’s Island
001234 - Bertraghboy Bay

Bog Bouquet
K. O’Neill
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001237 - Boyounagh Turlough
001239 - Callow Lough
001241 - Carna Heath
001242 - Carrownagappul Bog
001247 - Cloonascragh Fen and Black Wood
001251 - Cregduff Lough
001253 - Dernasliggaun Wood
001257 - Dog’s Bay
001260 - Drimcong Wood
001261 - Eagle Rock
001266 - Finish Island Machair
001267 - Furbough Wood
001271 - Gortnadarragh Limestone Pavement
001275 - Inisheer Island
001279 - Kilkerrin Turlough
001282 - Kiltullagh Lough
001285 - Kiltiernan Turlough
001288 - Knockmaa Hill
001289 - Leagaun Machair
001294 - Lough Hackett
001300 - Mace head Islands
001302 - Mason Island machair
001306 - Mweenish Island Machair
001309 - Omey Island Machair
001311 - Rusheenduff Lough
001312 - Ross Lake and Woods
001313 - Rosturra Wood
001318 - St Macdara’s island
001319 - Summerville Lough
001321 - Termon Lough
001322 - turlough Monaghan
001709 - Tiaquin Bog
001774 - Lough Carra/Mask Complex
001779 - Ballinasloe Esker
001788 - Turloughcor
001913 - Sonnagh Bog
001917 - Crump Island Complex
001926 - East Burren Complex
001972 - Friar Island
001973 - Cruagh Island
001974 - Inishmuskerry
002008 - Maumturk Mountains
002031 - Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex
002034 - Connemara Bog complex
002038 - Castlehackett Souterrain
002062 - Old Domestic Building, Heath Island, Tully Lough
002074 - Slyne Head Peninsula
002075 - Kinvarra saltmarsh
002080 - Letterfrack Hostel
002082 - Oughterard National School
002083 - Kilrainy Lodge, Moycullen
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Beech Tree, Portumna
Forest Park. E. O’Riordan
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002110 – Corliskea/Trien/Cloonfelliv Bog
002117 - Lough Coy
002129 - Murvey Machair 

National Nature Reserves
• Ballynastaig Wood Nature Reserve & Coole-Garryland Nature Reserve
• Clochar na gCon/Bealacooan Bog Nature Reserve
• Derrycrag Wood Nature Reserve and Rosturra Wood Nature Reserve
• Leam West Bog Nature Reserve
• Pollnaknockaun Wood Nature Reserve
• Richmond Esker Nature Reserve 

National Park
• Connemara National Park
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Leisler’s Bat. A. Hopkirk
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APPENDIX V: PROTECTED SPECIES

1. Protected plants:
Plants species found in County Galway and listed on the 1999 Flora Protection Order. Listing on the
European Union Habitats Directive Annexes and conservation status in the Red Data List is also indicated.

Vascular plants*
Allium schoenoprasum
Alopecurus aequalis
Asplenium septentrionale
Astragalus danicus
Calamagrostis epigejos
Cephalanthera longifolia
Cryptogramma crispa
Deschampsia setacea
Eriophorum gracile
Galeopsis angustifolia
Groenlandia densa
Hammarbya paludosa
Hordeum secalinum
Hydrilla verticillata
Inula salicina
Lathyrus japonicus
Limosella aquatica
Lycopodiella inundata
Najas flexilis
Papaver hybridum
Pilularia globulifera
Pseudorchis albida
Scleranthus annuus
Spiranthes romanzoffiana
Stachys officinalis
Vicia orobus
Viola hirta
Viola lactea

Mosses**
Bryum calophyllum
Drepanocladus vernicosus
Leptobarbula berica

Liverworts**
Petalophyllum ralfsii 

Stoneworts (algae)***
Lamprothamnium papulosum

Chives
Orange Foxtail
Forked Spleenwort
Purple Milk Vetch
Wood Small-reed
Narrow-leaved Helleborine
Parsley Fern
Bog Hair Grass
Slender Cotton Grass
Red Hemp Nettle
Opposite-leaved Pondweed
Bog Orchid
Meadow Barley
Irish Hydrilla
Irish Fleabane
Sea Pea
Mudwort
Marsh Clubmoss
Slender Naiad
Round Prickly-headed Poppy
Pillwort
Small-white Orchid
Annual Knawel
Irish Lady's Tresses
Betony
Bitter Vetch
Hairy Violet
Pale Heath Violet

—
—
—

Petalwort

Foxtail Stonewort

Síobhas
Fiteog Oráiste
Fionnach Ladhrach
Bleachtphiseán
Giolc
Cuaichín Caol
Raithneach Chas
Móinfhéar Seascainn
Ceannbhár Caol
Ga Corcra
Líobhógach Dlúth
Magairlín na Móna
Eorna Mhónéir
Iliphéistín Fáinneach
Lus Gréine Gaelach
Peasairín Trá
Lus Lathaí
Garbhogach Chorraigh
Síofróg Uisce
Bláth na mBodach
Lus an Phiollair
Magairlín Bán
Cabhair Mhuire
Cúilín Gaelach
Lus Beatha
Peasair Shearbh
Sailchuach Ghiobach
Sailchuach Liath

—
—
—

—

—

R
—
R
R
R
V
R
R V
R V
V
V
R V
V
V
V
IN
R
R
R V
EN
R V
V
—
R R
V
V
V
V

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
II,IV
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

—
II
—

II

—

Scientific name English name Irish name Red Data
List

EU
Annex

Lichen on Twig.
E. O’Riordan

* Sources: NPWS website; Conaghan, J., Roden, C. and J. Fuller (2006) A Survey of Rare and Scare Vascular Plants in County Galway. Report for the National Parks and Wildlife Service. 
** Source: ‘The Distribution of Bryophytes in Ireland: An Annotated review of the occurrence of liverworts and mosses in the records of the British Bryological Society’ compiled by D.T. Holyoak (2003); 
*** Source: NPWS website
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2. Protected animals (not including birds):
Animal species that occur in County Galway and are protected under national legislation (Wildlife Acts),
EU Habitats Directive and/or the Bern Convention. Conservation status in the Red Data Book for vertebrates
is also indicated.

Mammals
Dama dama
Myotis mystacinus
Myotis nattereri
Rhinolophus hipposideros 
Myotis daubentoni
Nyctalus leisleri
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
Pipistrellus pygmaeus 

Plecotus auritus
Erinaceus europaeus
Lepus timidus hibernicus
Martes martes
Meles meles
Lutra lutra
Phoca vitulina 
Halichoerus grypus 
Phocoena phocoena
Tursiops truncatus
Mustela erminea
Sciurus vulgaris
Sorex minutus 

Amphibians
Rana temporaria
Triturus vulgaris

Fish
Petromyzon marinus 
Lampetra fluviatilis 
Lampetra planeri 
Salvelinus alpinus
Coregonus autumnalis
pollan/Coregonus albula
Salmo salar 

Invertebrates
Austropotamobius pallipes
Euphydryas aurinia
Margaritifera margaritifera

Fallow deer
Whiskered Bat
Natterer's Bat
Lesser Horseshoe Bat 
Daubenton's Bat
Leisler's Bat
Common Pipistrelle
Soprano Pipistrelle

Brown Long-Eared Bat
Hedgehog
Irish Hare
Pine Marten
Badger
Otter
Common Seal
Grey Seal
Harbour Porpoise
Bottlenose Dolphin
Stoat
Red squirrel
Pygmy shrew

Common Frog
Smooth newt

Sea Lamprey
River Lamprey
Brook Lamprey
Arctic Char

Pollan
Atlantic Salmon

White Clawed Crayfish 
Marsh Fritillary Butterfly
Freshwater Pearl Mussel

Fia bui
Ialtóg ghiobach 
Ialtóg natterer 
Crú-ialtóg bheag
Ialtóg Daubenton 
Ialtóg Leisler
Ialtóg fheascrach
Ialtóg fheascrach
sopránach
Ialtóg chluasach
Gráinneog 
Giorria 
Cat crainn
Broc 
Madra uisce Eorpach
Rón beag
Rón glas
Muc mhara 
Deilf  bholgshrónach
Easóg
Iora rua
Luch féir/Dallóg fhraoigh

Frog

Loimpre mhara
Loimpre abhann
Loimpre shrutháin
—

Pollán 
Bradán 

Gliomach fionnuisce
Fritileán réisc
Diúilicín fionnuisce

I
I
II
II
II
II

II
II
II
II
II
II
—
—
—
—

II

I
I
I
V

E
II

IV
IV
II, IV
IV
IV
IV

IV
IV
—
V
V
—
II, IV
II
II

II, IV
II, IV

V

II
II, IV, V
II
—

V
II, V(*)

II
II
II

Scientific name English name Irish name Red Data
List

Quarry
y
y
y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y

y
y

Wildlife
Act

2
2
2
2
2
3

2
2
3
3
3
3
2
—
—
—
—
3
3
3

3

—
3
3
—

3
3(*)

—
—
—

BernEU
Annex

*Freshwater populations only 

Recess Lake.
A. O’Brien
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3. Protected birds:
Bird species that occur in County Galway (including seabirds seen off the Galway coast) protected under
the EU Birds Directive, the Bern and Bonn Conventions and/or national legislation. Status in the Red Data
Book and the Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCCI) lists are also indicated (this is currently being updated).
D = Declining breeders, i.e. population or range declined by more than 50% in the last 25 years.  H =
Historically declining, i.e. significant decline since 1900. G = Global conservation concern. B = Breeding
species, i.e. moderate decline by 25-50% in the last 25 years, rare or sporadically breeding, internationally
important breeding population, localised). W = Wintering/passage species (internationally important and/or
localised).  E = European conservation concern.

Gavia stellata
Gavia arctica
Gavia immer
Podiceps cristatus
Puffinus gravis
Puffinus puffinus
Oceanodroma leucorhoa
Hydrobates pelagicus
Morus bassanus
Phalacrocorax carbo
Egretta garzetta
Cygnus colombianus bewickii
Cygnus cygnus
Anser albifrons flavirostris
Branta leucopsis
Branta bernicala hrota
Tadorna tadorna
Anas penelope
Anas crecca
Anas strepera
Anas acuta
Anas clypeata
Aythya ferina
Aythya fuligula
Aythya marina
Melanitta nigra

Bucephala clangula
Mergus serrator
Circus aeruginosus
Circus cyaneus
Accipiter gentillis
Falco columbarius
Falco peregrinus
Lagopus lagopus
Crex crex
Fulica atra
Pluvailis apricaria

Pluvialis squatarola
Vanellus vanellus

Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
Great Crested Grebe
Great Shearwater
Manx Shearwater
Leach's Storm Petrel
Storm Petrel
Gannet
Cormorant
Little Egret
Bewick's Swan
Whooper Swan
Greenland White-fronted Goose
Barnacle Goose
Light-bellied Brent Goose
Shelduck
Wigeon
Teal
Gadwall
Pintail
(Northern) Shoveler
Pochard
Tufted Duck
(Greater) Scaup
Common Scoter

Goldeneye
Red-breasted Merganser
Marsh Harrier
Hen Harrier
Goshawk
Merlin
Peregrine
Red Grouse
Corncrake
Coot
Golden Plover

Grey Plover
Lapwing

Lóma rua 
Lóma Artach
Lóma mór
Foitheach mór
Cánóg mhór
Cánóg dubh
Guairdeall gabhlach
Guairdeall 
Gáinead
Broigheall
Égrit bheag
Eala Bhewick
Eala ghlórach
Gleoiseach sléibhe
Gé ghiúrainn
Cadhan 
Seil-lacha
Lacha rua
Praslacha
Gadual
Biorearrach
Spadalach 
Póiseard 
Lacha bhadánach
Lacha iascán
Scótar 

Órshúileach
Síolta rua
Cromán móna
Cromán na gcearc 
Spiorog mhor
Meirliún 
Fabhcún gorm 
Cearc fhraoigh
Traonach 
Cearc cheannann
Feadóg bhuí 

Feadóg ghlas
Pilibin

R

II

II
II
II
II

R
R
R
R

E

EX
E

R
II

E

V

I
I
I

I
I

I
I
I

I,  II(II), III(III)
I
II(II)

II(I),  III(II)
II(I),  III(II)
II(II)

II(I),  III(II)
II(I),  III(II)
II(I),  III(II)
II(I),  III(II)
II(II),  III(III)
II(II),  II(III),
III(II),  III(III)

II(II)
II(II)
I
I

I
I

II(I),  III(I)
I

II(I),  III(II)
I,  II(II),  III(II),
III(III)

II(II

Scientific name English name Irish name Red List
Code

(B), (E)
(E)

(B), (W)
(W) 
(B), (E)
(B), (E)
(B), (E)
(B), (E)
(B)
(B)

(W), (E)
(W), (E)
(W) 
(W) 
(W) 
(W)
(B)
(B)
(E)

(B), (W), (E)

(B), (W)
(W)

(B), (W), (E)
(D), (H)

(W)
(W)

(D)
(B)
(B)
(E)
(D)

(D), (H), (G)
(B), (W)
(B)

(W)
(D)

BoCCI

—

—

2
2
2
2

2
2
2
2

2

2
2

2
2

—

2

Bonn
Annex

2

2

2
3
2
3

3
3
3
3

3

2
3

2
2

2

3

Bern
Annex

EU Birds
Dir. Annexes

Black-tailed Godwit
J. Murphy
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Calidris canutus
Calidris alpina
Lymnocryptes minimus
Gallinago gallinago
Scolopax rusticola
Limosa limosa
Limosa lapponica

Numenius arquata
Tringa totanus
Tringa nebularia
Larus minutas
Larus ridibundus
Larus canus
Sterna sandvicensis
Sterna hirundo
Sterna paradisaea
Sterna albifrons
Uria aalge
Alca torda
Cepphus grylle
Fratercula arctica
Columba oenas
Cuculus canorus
Tyto alba
Asio flammeus
Alcedo atthis
Alauda arvensis
Riparia riparia
Hirundo rustica
Saxicola rubetra
Saxicola torquata
Turdus Torquatus
Locustella naevia
Sylvia curruca
Muscicapa striata
Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax
Passer montanus
Carduelis flavirostris
Carduelis flammea

(Red) Knot
Dunlin
Jack Snipe
Snipe
Woodcock
Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit

Curlew
Redshank
Greenshank
Little Gull
Black-headed Gull
Common Gull
Sandwich Tern
Common Tern
Arctic Tern
Little Tern
Guillemot
Razorbill
Black Guillemot
Puffin
Stock Dove
Cuckoo
Barn Owl
Short-eared Owl
Kingfisher
Skylark
Sand Martin
Swallow
Whinchat
Stonechat
Ring Ouzel
Grasshopper Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Spotted Flycatcher
Chough
Tree Sparrow
Twite
(Lesser) Redpoll

Cnota
Breacóg 
Naoscach bhideach
Naoscach
Creabhar
Guilbneach earrdhubh
Guillbneach
stiocearrach
Crotach
Cosdeargan
Laidhrín glas 
Sleibhin beag
Sleibhin 
Faoileán bán
Geabhróg scothdhubh
Gheabhróg
Gheabhróg Artach
Geabhróg bheag
Foracha
Crosán
Foracha dhubh
Puifín
Colm gorm
Cuach
Scréachóg reilige
Ulchabhán réisc
Cruidín
Circín starraiceach
Gabhlán gainimh
Fáinleog
Glasóg bhuí
Caislín cloch
Falaróp gobchaol
Ceolaire coille
Ceolaire giolcaí
Cuilire liath
Cág cosdearg
Gealbhan crainn
Gleoiseach sléibhe
Cuilire alabhreac

V

R

R

—

V

—

I
R

—

R

II
I
I

—
II(I),  III(III)
II(I),  III(III)
II(I),  III(III)
II(II)

I
II(II)

II(II)
I

II(II)
I
I
I
I

II(II)

I
I
I
II(II)

—

I
—
—

(W), (E)
(W), (E)
(E)

(E) (B) (W)
(B) (E)

(B), (W), (E)

(W), (E)
(D)

(B), (W), (E)

(W), (E)
(B)
(E)
(B), (E)
(B)
(B)
(B), (E)
(B)
(B)
(E)
(B), (E)
(B)
(B)
(D)
(B), (E)
(B), (E)
(B), (E)
(E)
(E)
(B)
(E)
(H)
(B)
(B)
(B), (E)
(D)

(D), (H)
(B)

2

2

2

—

—

—

—
—

—

—

—
—
—

3

3

3

—

2

—

2
2

—

3

2
3
3

Mute Swan.
J. Murphy.
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NOTES




