
 Bahamian and United States Government Officials Share Insights on Small Island Sustainability at 
Cape Eleuthera Institute Conference

Sustainability Conference spurs conversations on how to make The Bahamas a model of sustainable 
development for the world

(FEBRUARY 22, 2010--Eleuthera, Bahamas)  Cape Eleuthera Institute (CEI) hosted The Hon. T. Brent 

Symonette, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs; The Hon. Alvin Smith, Speaker of the 

House of Assembly; The Hon. Desmond Bannister, Minister of Education; and Christine Todd Whitman, 

former governor of New Jersey and former administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency this 

weekend at its 2010 conference on small island sustainability.  Each government official took time to 

share thoughts on how Eleuthera can become a model for sustainable development, both in The Bahamas 

and throughout the world.

During her keynote address, Governor Whitman recognized the challenges The Bahamas faces as it works 

toward a sustainable future.  “The rewards of early commitment to sustainability are not perhaps as 

tangible today as we would like them to be, and they’re hard to prove,” said Governor Whitman.  “But 

you can’t wait until that evidence is out there to start to take action.  By then it’s too late when you’re 

talking about sustainability.  You have to move forward sooner.”  Governor Whitman was also quick to 

point out that since New Jersey and Eleuthera have many similarities, she felt comfortable sharing her 

experiences: both places have a 110-mile Atlantic coastline, both heavily depend on tourism, and both 

places are centers of innovation.

The Deputy Prime Minister challenged conference participants to be proactive in solving problems of 

sustainability in The Bahamas.  “The government is challenged in producing a lot of the answers you 

want,” said The Hon. Brent Symonette.  “So sometimes it is helpful for you to come to the government 

with the solution to the problem, not ask the government to develop the solution.”

During the afternoon panel discussion, participants examined CEI’s Charter for Sustainable Development 

of The Bahamas and made suggestions on how these principles could best be put into action.  Panelists 

included: Shaun Ingraham, Eleuthera community member; Joy Jibrilu, Director of Investments for the 

Bahamas Investment Authority; Mike Hartman, an eco-developer in The Bahamas and Costa Rica; Eric 

Carey, Executive Director of Bahamas National Trust; and Michael Northrop, Sustainable Development 

Program Director of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund.  CEI will continue to solicit input on the charter at 

www.greenbahamas.wordpress.com.

About Cape Eleuthera Institute

The Cape Eleuthera Institute (CEI) promotes sustainable development through education, tropical marine 

and terrestrial research, and modeling systems that encourage responsible resource management.  CEI 

collaborates with The Island School, a three-month semester leadership program for high school students.  

Participants have come from over 300 schools around the world. For more information visit 

www.ceibahamas.org and www.islandschool.org. Both programs receive support from the Cape Eleuthera 

Foundation.
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Charter for Sustainable Development of The Bahamas 
 

We believe that The Bahamas has the potential to prove that a small island nation can transition to a more 

sustainable future.  The following principles offer a common standard by which individuals, organizations, 

businesses, and government can be guided and measured.  Eleuthera can serve as the model to take The 

Bahamas forward to achieve this vision. 

 

Principles 

 

Food—agriculture is the foundation of successful societies and to that end promote agricultural parks and 

shared resources (i.e. solar water pumps and composting) to enhance food security for The Bahamas.   

   

Energy—create incentives and modernize legislation to ensure that clean, distributed power generated by 

customers is allowed and promoted with conventional electricity from the grid.  Stimulate businesses and 

individuals to take advantage of energy conservation. 

  

Water—require that every new building is outfitted with rainwater catchments to reduce pressure on local 

aquifers and that constructed wetlands for processing waste water are encouraged for every new 

development. 

 

Waste—create laws that stimulate business in waste processing and develop community recycling centers 

for converting food and solid wastes into valuable resources.   Properly incinerate any items that cannot be 

recycled through waste to energy facilities. 

Marine Resources—expand the network of no-take marine reserves to follow in the proven success of the 

Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park and enforce fishing policies that protect fish stocks and the ecosystems 

upon which they depend.  

Legacy Parks—establish more national parks with historic and natural significance in places like 

Preacher’s Cave and Lighthouse Point that can educate Bahamians and visitors alike on these landmarks 

that have helped shape Bahamian history.  These parks would expand the National Park System managed 

by the Bahamas National Trust, and help The Bahamas meet the 2020 targets under the Convention on 

Biological Diversity. 

 

Community Planning—encourage community groups to take an active role in development projects. 

 

Green building/land planning—give incentives to developers who implement green building techniques 

that respect the land and sea around them.    

 

Education—encourage teachers to use environmental education in all grade levels, from kindergarten to 

tertiary institutions in The Bahamas.  Promote creativity and problem solving to ensure that the future 

leaders of The Bahamas can responsibly manage natural resources.  

 

Tourism—promote development that connects tourists to the Bahamian environment and culture.  

Establish heritage trails that connect a vast array of experiences, giving more creative options to 

international and domestic travelers. 

 

Cultural Resources—protect, develop, and enhance Bahamian cultural resources from archaeological sites 

of Lucayan settlers to the modern day traditions of Junkanoo and Rake ‘n Scrape.   

 

 



Excerpt from Christine Todd Whitman Speech  

Small Island Sustainability Conference 2/20/10 

Cape Eleuthera 

 

 The challenges you face on Eleuthera, throughout the Bahamas, and indeed across the 

Caribbean are different from those we have had to face in New Jersey and in the United States.   

 

This island, and indeed this region, remains largely unspoiled by the sort of 

industrialization that so thoroughly degraded the environment in the United States for most of the 

19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries.  Yet that is not to suggest that the challenges you face are any less real or 

any less pressing. 

 

 The more that people appreciate your country for its natural beauty and environmental 

richness, the greater the pressure on the very aspects of this beautiful island that make you such 

an attractive place to live and visit.  You must guard against becoming victims of your own 

success.   

 

I am reluctant to offer specific advice.  You know better than I do what your needs are 

and how you want your future to look.  So instead I will offer a short set of principles that I 

believe may be usefully applied to any effort to promote sustainability.  These are, if you will, my 

“Ten Commandments” for promoting a sustainable future. 

 

o First, measure the state of your present environmental health. 

 

o Second, work with all stakeholders to establish a clear set of environmental goals 

for the future. 

 

o Third, establish public-private partnerships that are committed to achieving those 

goals. 

 

o Fourth, allow flexibility in how goals are met. 

 

o Fifth, provide appropriate incentives to encourage the responsible environmental 

stewardship. 

 

o Sixth, provide appropriate disincentives for those that willfully or otherwise fail 

to live up to their responsibility to be good stewards of the environment. 

 

o Seventh, encourage innovation to find new ways to meet old problems. 

 

o Eighth, continue to measure the progress you make toward meeting the goals you 

have set. 

 

o Ninth, revise your goals as progress and circumstances demand. 

 

o Tenth, never forget that each of us has a responsibility to leave our environment 

in better condition than we found it. 

 

I cannot guarantee that following these commandments will get you into heaven. But I 

can assure you of this – if you honor them – and the spirit behind them – they will help you 

preserve this beautiful island as the closest thing to paradise here on earth. 

 

Thank you. 


