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Nanau County is located in the eastern region of Guangdong province, China.
It is 24 miles away from Shantou city, about 180 miles away from Hongkong,
97 miles away from Xiamen city, and 160 miles away from Taiwan.  It is a
unique island County with a population of about seventy thousand people. It
is situated within the latitudes 23o1'15" to 23 o 32'26", and east longitude 116 o

53'43" to 117 o 19'35". The study area comprises the main Nanao island and 36
other islands, covering a total of about 128 km2�and a coastline of about 77
km. The County includes the famous Qinao island, and attracts many
travelers to its gulf, sandy shores and beaches, and deep water. It has been
developed into a famous scenic spot for holiday and traveling.

Originally Nanau island had little development and very low pollution,
so the environmental quality was stable and good.  The air and the seawater
were ranked in the nation’s first class of standard. This top-grade
environment offered the beneficial basis of developing the island’s
ecotourism.

On the basis of spot investigations of nature, humanities and technology
resources with a comparitive analysis, the study results were as follows:

There are two main resources of the island that provide it’s unique
characteristics: the first is the sea resource such as the zigzag coastline�the
fine fleet ,the fisheries of shallow beach area�and the abundance of marine
products�the second is the land resource such as the forest, sandy beaches,
historical sites and temples�With a wide array of resources, the island’s key
assets are the marine industry, wind-generated electrical power and the travel
industry.

The restricting factors for development are�1�small area of useable land;
(2) the establishment of environments is not so good; and (3) the
consciousness of ecological environment is infirmed.

According to the full investigation and estimate of the natural resources
and the developed scenic travel spots, the principle of developing the
ecotourism of Nanao island should be based on a foundation of showing the
diorama of the sea, mountain, history, and temples, and the connotation of
outstanding “green travel” features should be strengthened. Therefore the
traditional travel model should be turned into the concept of ecotourism.

 The main strategy measures are as follows: (1) reconstruct the green
visual impression, (2) accelerate travel through more innovative technology,
(3) develop the ecological industry through the mixed fostering of fish,
shellfish and algae to develop breeding of seawater species�(4) develop the
green culture, visual culture, solid culture and refinement culture�(5) making
full use of the advantage of renewable power by exploiting the new and
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environmental energy such as wind energy, solar energy, wave energy, etc.
According to a survey of travelers, the main origin of guests came from

the Chaoshan region of Guangdong province, and the Pearl Delta region. The
number of travelers from other provinces and cities were few, and almost
zero from Hongkong-Macau and overseas countries. The main attraction that
entices visitors to this area are the fresh air of the Qinau gulf (known as the
“east Hawaii”), bird-watching, the pearl industry, and the generating of
electricity by wind power.

According to the above research, this paper brings up the focus of
developing ecotourism on Nanau Island through the enhancement of
environmental energy such as (1) wind power, (2) sea wave power, (3) solar
energy, (4) biological energy, (5) the application of the electro motion car, and
(6) the progress of green foodstuffs. It is important that the development
strategy for setting up Nanau as the “eco-island" should be promoted. Such
features as (1) the Qinau gulf should be made fully green, (2) the sea fishing
village, (3) aquatic sports on the sea, (4) droop fishing, (5) forest ecotourism,
(6) climbing mountains to view the sunrise, (7) providing knowledge about
the new energy sources with demonstrations such as the electro motion car
etc. These features would be the more attractive features of such an island.

In addition, this paper also designed the visual concept of developing
Nanau as the “ eco- island" as well as its environment capacity for ecotourism
and the market positioning. It will provide the decision-support basis for the
supervisor of Shantou City and Nanau County.
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